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Describe	  Your	  Animal	  
    Sea otters have very thick water absorbent fur.  Their fur is so water 

absorbent that it takes a whole day to dry. Sea otters are the smallest 
marine mammals. Since otters spend most of their time in the water, their 
hind feet are webbed and adapted for swimming. Their front feet have 
short toes used to grab and handle food. Sea otters are very clumsy on land 
and usually can't be seen more than a few meters from the water. Sea otters 
have small front legs and stiff toes for handling food, while strong back 
legs with webbed feet allow for graceful paddling through the water. 
Because the mismatch gives them a clumsy walk on land, sea otters rarely 
stray too far from the sea.  



Describe	  Your	  Animal’s	  Environment	  
    You'll find otters in lakes, rivers and streams, and sea otters live in the ocean. 

While otters mostly swim on their stomachs, they can also swim on their 
backs. 

      The Alaskan sea otter can be slightly larger than California sea otters. The 
Alaskan sea otters eat more fish and haul out on land more often than do the 
California sea otters. And, finally, it has been observed that raft sizes in 
Alaska can sometimes include hundreds of animals. In California, these raft 
sizes are considerably smaller. The Sea Otter lives in the Pacific Ocean. They 
dwell near the Western shores and the United States. Sea Otters seldom leave 
the water. 



Survival	  	  
	  	  	  Sea otters have to eat to keep warm. Even though they 

have very thick fur they lose body warmth very fast. A 
thick layer of under fur covered by black, pale brown 
or silver guard hairs traps air for insulation. They tie 
seaweed on to themselves so they don’t drift of when 
they are sleeping . They also tie themselves to sea weed 
in groups of up to 1000 sea otters !  



What	  Sea	  O9ers	  Eat	  
	  	  	  	  Sea otters have a unique way of eating. They use their 

stomachs as a table by placing all their food on it. 
Most of the time sea otters eat on the surface. For 
example, a sea otter could tuck scallops, sea urchins, 
crabs, or other edibles under its arm. Sea otters 
mainly eat urchins, abalone, mussels, clams, crabs, 
snails and about 40 other marine species. Sea otters 
eat approximately 25% of their weight in food each 
day! 



How	  Sea	  O9ers	  Adapt	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  Otters have a streamlined body developed for swimming. 

Otters use their tails and webbed feet to help them swim. 
Unlike some marine mammals, sea otters rely on thick fur 
instead of blubber to keep warm in the icy waters of the 
Pacific Ocean . They have adapted to camouflage to hide 
from hunters .	  	  


